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Do you have anything you 
would like published? 

We need input to keep our 
newsletter alive. 

Send submissions to Wayne 
at email below or call 834-
2130 

JAMMIN’ TIMES 

 
WESTMAN JAMS SENDS STUDENTS TO MUSIC CAMP 

 
The Westman Jams Sunday afternoon jam in the Sprucewoods 
Community Hall struck a very special “chord” on January 27/08 when, 
in front of a near capacity crowd, Janine Chackowsky, representing the 
International Music Camp, was presented with a cheque in the amount 
of $2,629.15. The money was raised at the organization’s 2007 annual 
Christmas Jamboree held at CFB Shilo and will be allocated to the 
Westman Jams/IMC scholarship fund to assist students from the 
region in attending the 2008 IMC music camp to be held at the 
International Peace Gardens.  
 
Westman Jams spokesman, Reg Jones, spoke on behalf of all the 
musicians in the organization by telling the crowd what a special 
feeling it gives to be able to contribute to the community while doing 
something we all love so much, which is making music. 
Reg went on to extend thanks and congratulations to all of the many 
volunteers, musicians, donors and fans who helped make the concert a 
success, indicating that it would not have been possible without their 
cooperation and support.  
 
After accepting the cheque on behalf of the IMC Ms. Chakowski, who 
is an educator by profession and who has been associated with the 
music camp since her own school days, spoke of the quality and value 
of the instruction provided to the students by saying that one week of 
musical instruction at the IMC equates to months of instruction the 
students might otherwise receive. 
 
Pictures of the cheque presentation and further information about 
Westman Jams and the International Music Camp can be seen on the 
Westman Jams website at http://www.westmanjams.ca/          
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REGGIE’S RAMBLINGS 
THE BEAT 

You are listening to a song you have never heard before and something reaches 
out to your musical senses. You realize immediately this song is for you. You 
rush to your computer or a friend that has one and you start the search for the 
lyrics. You are lucky and you find them along with the chord patterns. You 
start practicing to get those lyrics stuck in your memory and presto you come 
to a jam and attempt to do the song. To your amazement you quickly discover  

something is dreadfully wrong. How many times have you heard this? One way to overcome this is to nail 
that rhythm. So many times we get carried away studying the lyrics and chords to a new song and lose 
sight of the real reason a song gets so popular.  Lyrics of course are important but the rhythm  has always 
been the basis for a song and can either make it or break it. If you nail that rhythm solid and present the 
song with an excess of it, you will draw others to the song a lot easier. Once you have others “tuned in” 
you can now concentrate on your presentation of the rest of the song. At the very beginning of our musical 
journey, most new musicians zero in on the chords to be able to strum along with the song.  Most of us get 
quite satisfied with being able to do just that. We are satisfied until we hear a seasoned player do it ex-
tremely well. How do we reach the desired level of satisfaction?. I would suggest to these folks to learn as 
many rhythm patterns as they can. With digital music being so exact we can easily tune in to the CD, ra-
dio or other medium and find the original key it was recorded in. Listen to the rhythm and find a strum 
pattern that matches. Listen to others and ask them to show you how to play their styles and patterns. 
You will soon be able to play a good variety of strumming patterns to virtually match any song you might 
hear. One very good example of this is a song that Charlie Pride recorded a few years back, called “The 
Crystal Chandelier” . Over the years I have shuddered at all the rhythms I have heard when this has been 
performed.  Try a calypso beat with this song just like Charlie uses and discover how much easier it is to 
sing. The words flow like lava and the phrasing falls right into place immediately. Learn this and try it at 
a jam and discover how you can lead others to play right along with you beat by beat. Wanna learn new 
rhythms? Come on down to one of our jams and get a free lesson. 

Remember! No matter where you are…There you go. 

Reg 

MUSICIAN OF THE MONTH—TILLIE HARPELLE 

Tillie's hometown is Carberry where she grew up farming in the Tiger Hills and then married a farmer . Together they raised 2 
boys and 2 girls and farmed until 1994 when she became a widow and moved into town. She was inspired to learn to yodel by her 
dad who was a yodeller as she grew up. She could yodel and sing at about 10 yrs of age but she says she never performed in public 
until she became a senior citizen. She claims she acquired her yodelling voice from yelling over the sound of the tractor 

    

 She now enjoys 10 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren and her love of music 
keeps her busy and on the road all over Westman.   Not only does she sing, play 
guitar and yodel but she is also a formidable clogger and is the instructor for the 
"Spud City Cloggers" in Carberry. She performed at Pantages Theater in Winnipeg       

for 3 consecutive years and has performed all over Manitoba and NW On-
tario . Among her other accomplishments she has 3 CD's out that are all very 
much sought after and doing very well in sales.   She also enjoys quilting and 
LOVES to dance. Tillie says she will go anywhere if there is a dance . 

For one of her CD’s mail her at Tillie Harpell, Box 1023, Carberry,  

R0K 0H0 or call her at 834-2080.  



CALENDAR  

SPONSORS and ADVERTISERS 

March 2 - Wayne Morrissey 
March 25 - Vi Barclay 
March 27 - Norma MacMillan 

 
Want your birthday added? 

Call or email Wayne 
wayne@westmanjams.ca 
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March 9 - ANAF Jam 

May16 - 19 Birtle Pasture Pickin 

June 20, - 22 - Grand Valley Campout 

 

    Thought For the Day 

I wish I was a glow worm 

A glow worm’s never glum 

Cuz how can ya be grumpy 

When the sun shines out yer bum 

 

The Outhouse 

Ma was fiddlin around in the kitchen when she hollars out “Pa, ya 
need ta go an fix the outhouse.” 

Pa replies “There ain’t nuthin wrong with the outhouse.” 

Ma yells back “Yes there is, now git out there an fix it.” 

So….Pa mosies out to the outhouse, looks around and yells back, 
“Ma! There ain’t nuthin wrong with the outhouse.” 

Ma replies, “Stick yer head in the hole.” 

Pa yells back, “I ain’t stickin my head in that hole!” 

Ma says, “Ya have ta stick yer head in the hole ta see what ta fix. 

So with that Pa sticks his head in the hole and looks around and 
yells back, “Ma! There ain’t nuthin wrong with this outhouse!” 

Ma hollers back “Now take yer head out of the hole.” 

Pa proceeds to pull his head out of the hole then starts yellin “Ma, 
Help, my beard is stuck in the cracks in the toilet seat!!” 

To which Ma replies, “Hurts don’t it.” 
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SECOND ANNUAL BIRDTAIL VALLEY PASTURE PICKIN’ EVENT 

                                                       MAY 16-19 

 BY KEN HARMAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to make jammers aware of changes we are thinking of making to the Second Annual Birdtail 
Valley Pasture Pickin’ event in Birtle. 

We will change the camping location to the Riverside RV Park with overflow in and around the park and 
in town if required. 

Two heated tents will be set up in order to facilitate more bluegrass and country pickers. Pasture pickin’ 
will be encouraged to go on in the tents as long as pickers are available 

Saturday afternoon and evening will feature what we call ”Showcase Bands” playing on stage at the com-
munity hall. There will be seven hours of stage time available for those who sign up for “Showcase.”  

Time will be allotted to each group to facilitate as many as possible while filling in the time available. Our 
goal has not changed, we want pickers to feel welcome to participate while some new groups out there may 
be looking for a chance to try out their stuff in front of a live, appreciative audience. 

Fans have requested that those performing at the hall get up on the stage so they can be seen better rather 
than performing from the floor as we did last year so we’re going to set the sound system up on the stage 
and give it a try. 

The Sunday gospel service will remain much the same as last year with prayer and gospel songs in the   
circle and pickers’ choice being the order of the day. Jammin’ will continue Sunday until 5 p.m. at the hall 
and at River Park as pickers choose to move around and then from 7 p.m. until midnight at River Park. 
On Monday there will be pickin’ at River RV Park for as long as we have pickers and for as long as sore 
fingers can stand it. 

We hope the proposed changes will encourage jammers to come and perform either solo or on stage with a 
group. Our main goal is to make all jammers feel welcome regardless of skill level. 

 

Don’t forget to reserve your camp spot early.  Phone  (204) 842 - 3602 

See Y’all in the pasture in May. 

Ken 


